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Emperor's anny to great straits. Santaji was killed by treachery
by one of his private enemies, before the war of independence was
closed, but his three brothers carried on the struggle with the
Moghuls on their own accounts, and became the founders of small
principalities of Gooty and Soondu. Dhanaji lived to see the final
return of Shahu to his own kingdom.
Among the other Maratha leaders, Khanderao Dabhade
occupies a prominent place. His father had been Patel of Talen-
gaon and employed in Shivaji's service. He was one of those who
accompanied Rajaram to Gingi, and was the first Maratha leader
to carry the war into the settled provinces of the empire, outside
the Deccan, viz*, into Gujarat and Khandesh. One of his co-ad-
jutors, the founder of the Pawar family of Dhar and Devas, entered
Malwa, Khanderao was one of those who lived long enough to
accompany Balaji Vishwanath when he went to Delhi to obtain
the sanads of chowth and sardeshmukhi for Shahu from the Delhi
Emperor. Among the other Maratha leaders who served wflh
distinction in this war, we may mention the Athawale, Sidoji NaBk
Nimbalkar, Parsoji Bhonsle, founder of the Nagpur Raja's
kingdom, and Nemaji Shinde. The Thorats, Ghadge, Thokes*
Maharnava, Pandhare, Kakde, Patankar, Hangar, Kadu, aiid other
leaders were trained by the hard discipline of this long war to
render eminent services to their country. Rajaram's advisers
adopted the plan of authorizing these partisan leaders to collect
chowth and sardeshmukhi in the provinces subject to the Moghul
authority. Parsoji Bhonsle thus obtained a sanad for collecting
chowth in Gondvan and Berars. The Nimbalkars had Gangtfaadi
assigned to them. The Dabhades had charge of Gujarat and Khan-
desh, and other leaders were quartered in Karnatik and the
provinces recently conquered by the Moghuls.
Among the Prabhu leaders two deserve special mention.
Though his father and uncle had been cruelly executed by Sambhaji,
Khando Ballal Chitnis, the son of Shivajf s Chief Secretary, Balaji
Avji, remained faithful and was taken into favour by Sambhaji
by reason of his devotion in the wars with the Portuguese. On
SambhajFs death, he was one of those who accompanied Rajaram
to Gingi, and when at Bellary the Mahomedan governor was about
to seize these fugitives in disguise, Khando Ballal at great self-
sacrifice remained behind and sent away his other companion. He
was seized by the Moghul governor and subjected to cruel
torture, which, however, failed to^shake him in his loyal devotion
to the cause. Later on, he arranged for the safe escape of Rajaram
from Gingi by coming to a friendly understanding with some
Maratha generals in the Moghul army, which understanding was
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